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2
Spaghetti Dinner
Sponsored by
CAUTION, 5:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall
2,9,16 & 23
Mid-Week
Advent Worship
Services
7:00 p.m. in the
Worship Center
18
“Parents’ Night
Out”

6:00 p.m. in the
Worship Center
20
Decorate Church
for Christmas
After 2" service in the
Worship Center
24
Christmas Eve
Worship
4:00, 6:00, 8:00 &
11:00 p.m. in the
Worship Center
25
Christmas Day
Worship
10:00 a.m. in the
Worship Center
25-1/1
Church Office
Closed
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Advent Season Worship

Advent (the four weeks before Christmas) is a time of preparing our hearts
and homes for the arrival of Christ. It is a time of waiting and anticipating. Amid
the bustle of “the holiday season” we set apart time to quietly and reverently
draw near to the promise of the coming Messiah. To that end, an additional time
of reflection and worship takes place every Wednesday evening during Advent,
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Worship Center. This year on Wednesday evenings,
we will make use of one of our favorite worship services: Holden Evening Prayer.
Come join us each Wednesday between now and Christmas for this quiet time of
worship and inspiration.

Christmas Season Worship

Christmas (the twelve days from December 25 to January 5) is a time of
celebrating the presence and promise of Christ among us. Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day begin this season, and festive worship services are scheduled:

December 24 — Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. — Christmas Communion Service
(4:00 p.m. is designed especially for families with smaller children)

6:00 p.m. — Candlelight Communion Service
8:00 p.m. — Candlelight Communion Service
11:00 p.m. — Candlelight Communion Service

December 25 — Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. — Christmas Communion Service
(Service accompanied by a string quartet)

The First (12/27) and Second (1/3) Sundays of Christmas
8:30 a.m. — Communion Service
No Sunday School — Christmas Break
10:45 a.m. — Communion Service

We hope you'll join us as we enter into the ancient traditions of Advent and
Christmas. Follow Pastor Dave’s devotional booklet each day in your homes
(available in the church office), and make time to worship with God'’s people on
Sundays and Wednesdays.

May these seasons draw us nearer to the God who loves us so, and deeper
into the faith that we share.
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Help Decorate
Our Church

On Sunday, Dec. 20™
after second service,
the DESIGN Team
would appreciate any
& all help putting
Chrismons on the tree
in the Worship Center
and adding the last of
the decorations to the
church.

T

Change of
Address?

If you have had a
change of address,
email, or phone
number, please
contact the church
office & help us keep
the membership
database current.
Thanks!

T

January 2010
Newsletter
Deadline

The deadline for the
January Newsletter is
Friday, December 11™.

Please email your
article to Nadine at
nnakatani@StPLC.org

T

Welcomed into God’s Love; Sent into God's World

“Circle of Stewardship”
Continues...

The last month of the year is upon us
and, with it, Advent and Christmas. It is
always a special time of year at Saint Peter
with the enhanced emphasis on giving and
sharing, particularly with those less
fortunate.

Mot

During the fall campaign, the
Stewardship Team focused on things that
would be missing from our lives if our
church wasn't here. We took a look at our care and concern for each other and
the importance of our giving...both time and financially...to complete the
circle. We hope the ‘tool kit’ that was provided was a help as you thoughtfully
and prayerfully considered what God is calling you to give to the ministry of
Christ’s Church.

The Saint Peter giving commitments for the 2009-2010 stewardship
campaign are still being received. These gifts acknowledge that we are stewards,
and all that we have comes from God.

Thank you for your faithfulness and God bless each and every one of you.
T

Year-End Giving to God through Saint Peter

Office Closed from December 25 — January 1
Gifts accepted through December 31

Many church members make an annual practice of offering a year-end
financial gift to their congregation. This serves the dual purpose of helping the
church prepare for the arrival of a new year, and helping members increase the
amount of money they can declare on their income tax forms as “charitable
giving.”

This year, year-end special gifts will be more helpful than ever. With the
challenging economy, a number of our supporters are between jobs, or left with
less ability to make financial contributions. Consequently, we are finishing up
2009 behind the budget we set for ourselves. Your year-end generosity could
make the difference between starting out 2010 with a deficit and finishing 2009
in strong fashion.

If you would like to bring a gift in, please put it in the offering plate on or
before December 27" or have it postmarked by December 31%, if you deliver it
through the mail. Please note that gifts received after the beginning of the new
year cannot be credited to the prior year’s giving record.

Thank you for the strong financial support you have given to Saint Peter this
year. So many of you have stepped up to make a difference this year, and here
at Saint Peter we are deeply grateful. It has made a difference! And it gives us
great hope for what we’'ll be able to do together in 2010.

T
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From the Pastor

Christmas Gifts

What is on your Christmas list this year? What do you
hope to find under the Christmas Tree on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Morning? At the heart of the Christmas season, for
many 21% Century Americans, is the tradition of exchanging
gifts with those we love. This is a labor of love for some, and an overwhelming
burden for others. In far too many instances, however, it becomes the focus of
the season.

This year, at Saint Peter, we are talking about how to recover the center of
Christmas — how to make it a more Christ-centered experience. One strategy we
are considering has to do with de-emphasizing the exchange of gifts, and re-
emphasizing the spiritual dimensions of this season. Our hope is that this
season, which celebrates the one who gave everything for us, might become a
time when we can honor him by giving of ourselves to those who are in need. As
you make your Christmas giving plans this year, consider adopting one of these
strategies as a family:

e Establish a budget for Christmas gifts, and contribute an equal amount to

an organization that is involved with Christian ministry.

e Or scale back your giving from last year's level, and contribute the

difference.

e Or, for those on your gift list who might appreciate it, give a gift in their

name.

There are a number of worthy organizations that we have been supporting in
recent past, through Saint Peter. In the following list, the first five are ministries
that we visited on our June, 2009 trip to Tanzania. The last four are local
ministry initiatives. If you visit their web sites, you'll find that most of them offer
the opportunity to sponsor a specific action or procedure or individual.

Selian Lutheran Hospital............. www.selianlh.habari.co.ta _

Plaster House ............................:_tt[tp_:/_/§i_tgp_lggt_e'rbgy_sg;qrg

TAMIHA Orphanage ................... www.tamiha.org
MaaSAE Lutheran Girls’ School... .:_V\LV\_/W;QQG_:r_a_ti_o_np_qq@t_rgpgfr_ic_q._ rg
Heifer Project, International........ www.heifer.org

Habitat for Humanity.................. www.habitat.org

Lutheran Family Services............ www.lfsco.org.
Lutheran Refugee Services......... :_v!vyyv_.ljs;c_q.ggg/_p_rgg[qm_s_[e_fyg_e_e_.phrj

Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp......www.rainbowtrail.org

According to a very old legend, in the 4™ Century there lived a Christian
bishop who had a heart for poor people. He was especially concerned about
young women whose families didn’t have enough money for a dowry (these
women often starved or were sold into slavery). He would throw a bag of coins
through the hole in the roof that let the cooking smoke out. Caring for these
neighbors in need was his way of honoring Christ. By the way, his name was
Nicholas. The many stories about his care for children and the poor caused
people to think of him as a saint.

Perhaps the story of Saint Nicholas (whose “Saint Day” is December 6) could
inspire us to be generous, as well, in our attempts to honor the one who is born
among us every Christmas Eve.

God's peace to you all,
David J. Risendal, Pastor
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Annual
Congregational
Meeting

Plan to attend our next
annual Congregational
Meeting at 12:00 noon
on Feb. 7, 2010 in the
Worship Center

“One Little
Word”

Weekly Internet
Devotions

Pastor Dave sends out a
devotional message
every Wednesday,
entitled “One Little
Word” (from Martin
Luther's Hymn, “A
Mighty Fortress”), which
is based on one of the
lessons appointed for
the coming Sunday, and
is intended to help
readers prepare
themselves for Sunday
worship.

If you are interested in
receiving these weekly
devotional messages,
please send him a note
to that effect at
drisendal@StPLC.org

or check them out at



http://www.selianlh.habari.co.tz
http://site.plasterhouse.org
http://www.tamiha.org
http://www.operationbootstrapafrica.org
http://www.heifer.org
http://www.habitat
http://www.lfsco.org
http://www.lfsco.org/programs_refugee.php
http://www.rainbowtrail.org
http://www.OneLittleWord.org

|

PETER

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Ministry
Team Leaders

Acolytes/Lectors
Mary Ann Steiner
Adult Education
Discipleship Team

Altar Guild
Jan McGaw
“CAUTION" High
School Youth
Karen Dehmlow
Community Blood
Drive
Gayle Romcevich
Covenant Cupboard
Walt Meyer
Counters
Janet Weinz
DESIGN Team
Verna Leighton
Fellowship Hour
Jeaneane Engel
Five Habits of
Discipleship
Ed Hardey
For Pete’'s Sake
Players
Verna Leighton
Karyl Meyer
Gathering Place
Card Project
Open Position

T
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Adult Education Opportunities

Each Sunday, in the Narthex beginning at 9:40 a.m.

You're invited to attend some wonderful learning opportunities between
services in Adult Education - take a look at the upcoming topics:

T November 29 - Celebrate the season of Advent and make an Advent
wreath during this multi-generational event.

T December 6 - A guest speaker from Inter-Faith Community Services will
share information about their many services.

i December 13 - Celebrate Advent and the upcoming Christmas season
with a time of caroling.

¥ December 20 - A guest speaker from Via de Cristo will provide an
overview of this faith deepening ministry.

¥ December 27 - enjoy some time to visit with your Saint Peter friends as
there is no Adult Education this week.

We hope to see you there!
T

Advent Wreaths

Symbols of the Season

Blue is the color of Advent: the deep blue symbolizes the night sky. Blue is
found in the altar paraments and the banners.

The Advent banners were conceived as symbols to direct our thought to the
beginning of a new church year. As the morning begins in darkness and the
clouds of the past are parting to reveal the morning star, the promise of the
coming Messiah, we too must wait for that new day.

The Advent wreath is a beautiful symbol of the season. It is a circular
evergreen wreath with five candles, four around the wreath and one in the
center. The circle of the wreath reminds us of God, of God’s eternity and endless
mercy which has no beginning or ending. The green of the wreath speaks of the
hope we have in God, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the light of God coming
into the world through the birth of His Son. The four outer candles represent the
period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, which themselves
symbolize the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the
birth of Christ. The fifth candle or Christ Candle is lighted at Christmas as we
rejoice over the fact that the promise of long ago has been realized.

The light of the candles reminds us that Jesus is the Light of the world that
comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It also
reminds us that we are called to be a light to the world as we reflect the light of
God's grace to others (Isa 42:6).

;
Help Un-Decorate the Church

On Sunday, January 10" at 12:00 p.m. the DESIGN Team will need much
help taking down all of the Christmas decorations. Please plan on staying after
second service to help. Thanks!
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From the President of the Congregation

Advent, in More Ways than One

Is it a big deal at your home to get ready when guests
are coming over?! Depending on who it is that is coming and
how long they're planning to stay, we may do as little as just
pick up clutter or we may have to do a full-blown vacuum the
carpets, mop the floors, dust and polish furniture, clean
windows, do dishes, get fresh flowers, plan a menu, go grocery shopping, and
more! Who are we trying to impress? Well, nobody | hope. We're preparing our
homes so we can be as welcoming as possible for our honored guests. In this
Advent season at Saint Peter we too are getting ready. We're preparing to receive
the most awesome guest in history... our Lord, Jesus Christ!

Even before the Advent season, Saint Peter Lutheran Church began
preparations for the new church year with our Stewardship campaign so we could
plan our budget and activities for 2010. We're also working with Pastor Dave to
fill a few vacancies on the Leadership Team, including a new President since my
term is drawing to a close. | am anxious and optimistic for the opportunities that
lie ahead for my successor. The Administrative Team is working to improve our
budgeting and management practices so we can be more fiscally efficient. The
Miracle Sunday Capital Improvements project continues to move forward. We
expect to procure funding shortly and begin the process of putting the work out
for bid. The Mission Teams are focusing their current and new ministry's work to
be in alignment with our mission statement, "Welcomed Into God's Love; Sent
Into God's World."

| love the Advent and Christmas seasons with their special worship services
and devotional opportunities. | love this time of year as we get ourselves and
Saint Peter ready to celebrate the coming of our Lord. Let's enjoy this time
together and make an extra special effort to welcome our guests in the coming
weeks.

God's peace and blessings to you and your families!

Andy Nakatani,
Congregation President

;
Poinsettias at Christmas

The giving of poinsettias is a way to remember someone
and beautify Saint Peter's Worship Center. Please check the N
pew pockets for envelopes if you would like to purchase a
poinsettia to be placed around the altar at Christmas. You
may designate it for the honor or memory of someone, or to
the glory of God. Just fill out the information on the outside of
the envelope, include your $10 donation, and place it in the
offering plate.

.’.
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Ministry Team

Leaders

Habitat for
Humanity
Vicky Simpson
Holly Heights
Open Position

Host Families
Marshall Roth

Pray & Crochet
Jenny Von Stroh
Carmen Faaiu

Property Team
Max Steiner

Refugee Family
Mentor Team
Open Position

Selian Lutheran

Hospital Team
Susan Howell

Servant Events
Laura Guthals

Sharing Our

Suppers (S.0.S))

Annie Harnett

Stephen Lay Caring

Ministry
Donna Burman
Steve Onody

Sunday School
Laura Guthals

Tech Team
Steve Flessner
Rick Brydum

.I.




