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Annual Meeting of the
Congregation

February 10, 2008 at 12:15 p.m.

All Saint Peter members are requested (and all Saint Peter friends are invited)
to attend this year's Annual Congregation Meeting. During this time together,
we'll reflect on the ministries that took place in 2007, and consider ministries and
a spending plan proposed for 2008. Of special interest this year will be a review
of the changes to Saint Peter’s leadership structure that were introduced during
2007, and the election of individuals to be involved on those teams in 2008.

Every confirmed member of Saint Peter (generally: ninth graders and older) is
granted voice and vote at this meeting. An activity and snack will be provided for
those who are younger. We hope to see many of you after second service on
Sunday, February 10",

Mid-Week Lent Worship

Prepare With Us for the Easter Season

Lent is a forty day season (not counting Sundays) that begins on Ash
Wednesday (February 6" this year), and ends as Holy Week begins. It is a time of
considering those ways in which we’ve fallen short of God’s will for us,
experiencing the forgiveness God loves to share with us, and inviting the Holy
Spirit to enter into our lives and create a new beginning in us.

This year on Wednesdays in Lent, we will be holding worship services that
come from the Community of Taizé near Cluny, France. Join us for mid-week
worship on Wednesdays between now and Palm Sunday (March 16™).

Wednesdays in Lent

Soup Supper (Fellowship Hall)
Taizé Worship (Worship Center)

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.



Resolve to Give Well in 2008

Happy New Year! Time does fly, we are already a month into 2008 and one
month into our 2008 stewardship pledges. If you didn’t follow along in the
‘Weekly’ this fall we had a successful stewardship campaign because of your
generous pledges. Thank you, thank you, thank you! Of course now the
challenging, but most gratifying part comes, the actual giving. That's why the
Stewardship Ministry Team is asking you to resolve to give well in 2008.
Consider these practical steps that we adapted from “Money Matters” to help

PETER you.

EUJB%R?B 1. Focus on your goal — Keep your financial commitment in front of
you. Don't let it get lost in the stacks of mail or the
bottom of the ‘important document’ drawer.
Whatever you do resolve to be disciplined about
Next your giving.
Community 2. Set up automatic actions — Most of us pay taxes
Blood Drive when our employer withdraws the taxable amount
Saturday, Feb. 23" at o_f our ingorr_]e_from _each pay_check. Consider a p
The Church of Latter similar discipline with your giving. It may help you ),
Day Saints, 8:00 a.m. to establish an automated transfer each pay period 237
to 12:00 noon. Look to an account designated for giving. Perhaps an
for a sign up sheet in electronic funds transfer is something to look into.
the Narthex or contact 3. Add joy to the journey — Typically we are more motivated when

Gayle Romcevich at
303 741-0022 to
schedule your
appointment.

someone joins us to accomplish a similar goal, it can add joy to the
journey. Ask your spouse, kids, or friends at church to encourage you
or to simply check in on your progress.

4. Ask the Lord for self-control — In the Bible one of the “Fruits of
w the Spirit” is self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). Many of us struggle
exercising self-control with money. Self-control does not come from

o b
self; it comes from the Spirit. Pray for the self-control you need.

5. Take no shortcuts — We all want to believe that sticking to a
budget or meeting a goal can be done with very little effort. The truth
is it takes a lot of commitment. Don’t be tempted to ‘rob Saint Peter
to pay Paul’ or ‘put off today what you can do tomorrow’. Consistency

T is always easier than catching up.
March 2008 We are grateful for your support throughout all of 2008. Together some
Newsletter wonderful ministries can take root, grow and truly glorify God!
Deadline Peace,

The deadline for the
March newsletter
is Thursday, T
February 14™. Please

emailyourarticle o~ AN lnvitation from “The Lutheran Chorale”

The Stewardship Ministry Team

Nadine at
nnakatani@StPLC.org. The Lutheran Chorale invites you to listen to the peaceful music of Gabriel
+ Faure's "Requiem" and the inspiring music of Handel's First "Chandos" Anthem.

We will be performing at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 2100 N. Wadsworth,
Adult Forum Lakewood, on Sunday, March 9, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. Tickets are $12 for adults,
Join us on Sunday $10 for seniors and students, and $25 for families. If you have any questions
: ) please contact Linda Thompson at 303-666-6642 or lthomprn@msn.com.
mornings at 9:40 a.m.

in the Narthex. T

"
Inviting, Growing, Serving February, 2008



From the Pastor

[Jesus said,] “... every scribe who has been trained for
the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
[St. Matthew 13:52-53]

This is a complicated time to be the church. Fewer and fewer of our
neighbors identify themselves as members of a church. More and more
Americans are sliding into the “spiritual but not religious” category. It is perhaps
more important these days than it ever has been for the church to focus its
energies on programs and ministries that make a concrete and significant
difference in the lives of believers.

Many church leaders are struggling to imagine what the future of the church
looks like. What developing realities in our world will affect how people perceive
the church’s message and ministries? What churches are most likely to thrive in
years to come? How are the people of this century different than in previous
generations, and what does it take to communicate with them in a way that is
clear and compelling? Any attempt to be successful in answering these questions
will involve learning what new initiatives and directions are making an impact on
other churches, and discovering whether or not they can be helpful at Saint
Peter.

Yet at the same time, we are Lutherans: members of an historic church with
long-held beliefs and practices, some of which date back to the 16™ Century and
others which date back to the very first centuries of the Christian movement. We
understand our roots to be a gift — a gift that keeps us from being blown to and
fro by the prevailing winds of society or contemporary theology. We hold to our
roots, trusting that over the centuries, God has helped us to clarify what is
central to the Gospel of Jesus Christ — what is central in being a church that is
faithful to his mission and message.

As members of a church with the kinds of historic roots ours has, and as
citizens of a new century, we are called to prayerfully, thoughtfully and faithfully
honor the traditions of our church, even as we explore what new forms of
faithfulness God is raising in our day. Like the scribe in Jesus’ illustration, we
must make use of what is new and what is old, as we seek to be faithful and
effective in ministry.

The balance between tradition and innovation is a difficult one to maintain,
as an individual believer or as a community of faith. Yet the danger of drifting to
one extreme or another is significant. At Saint Peter, we are committed to
bringing out of our Lord’s treasure chest what is new and what is old, making
the best use of our tradition and of the wisdom of our age, as we seek to stay
faithful to Jesus’ expectations that we make disciples of all people.

| don’t expect it to be easy to be the church in years to come, but | do
expect it to be a rich and rewarding experience. | am thankful for those of you
who are reading and reflecting and dreaming and working to discover what God
wants from the church — from our church — today. | pray that your efforts will be
as much a blessing to you as they are to me... and to the church.

God’s peace to you all,
David J. Risendal, Pastor
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Weekly
Internet
Devotions

Pastor Dave sends out
a devotional message
every Wednesday,
which is usually based
on the Gospel Lesson
appointed for the
coming Sunday, and is
intended to help
readers prepare
themselves for Sunday
worship.

T

If you are interested in

receiving these weekly

devotional messages,

please send him a note
to that effect at

drisendal@StPLC.org
or check them out at

www.StPLC.ord.
.I.



http://www.StPLC.org

