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Special Congregational Meeting

All Congregation Members Requested to Attend
11:15 a.m. on Sunday, June 3"

A congregational meeting is scheduled for 11:15 a.m. on Sunday,
June 3, 2007 to approve the sale of a sidewalk right of way along Boston
Street to the City of Greenwood Village for $46,600. Information on the
meeting has been mailed to all congregation members during the week of
May 21%. During the meeting we will also provide an update on Miracle
Sunday projects for 2007.

Please plan to attend this meeting to provide your input on these
Issues.

Summer Worship
Schedule Continues through September 2"
Please join us for worship this summer whenever you are in town.

Weekly worship is an important component of Christian Discipleship. Our
summer schedule at Saint Peter will be as follows:

8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion — outdoors when weather
allows; a quieter service, led by piano and one or two
additional instruments

10:00 a.m.  Service of Holy Communion — a liturgical service with

contemporary music, led by a ensemble of voices and
acoustic & electric instruments

When you are traveling away from the Denver area on weekends, make
time to worship wherever you are. Pastor Dave and the rest of the staff
will be happy to refer you to local ELCA congregations in the areas you
plan to visit.
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On Inviting Newcomers

Researcher Thom Rainer interviewed thousands of
“unchurched” Americans and published the following
results in The Unchurched Next Door.

e Most of the unchurched prefer to attend church on Sunday morning if

they attend.
Most are not anti-church or anti-religion.

¢ Most Americans have never been invited to church — never.
PETER o 82% of unchurched are at least “somewhat likely” to attend church if
LUTHERAN invited.
CHURCH e Only 2% of church members invite an unchurched person to church.
¢ Most of the unchurched feel guilty about not attending church.

e Very few of the unchurched have had someone share with them how to

Stephen become a Christian, and Christians have not been particularly influential
i in their lives.
Mi n.IStry _ e The attitudes of the unchurched are not correlated to where they live,
For more information their ethnic or racial background or their gender.
contact Donna Burman e Many of the unchurched are far more concerned about the spiritual well-
at 303 619-6443 being of their children than of themselves.
ﬂ '\ “Seeds for the Parish” newsletter, May-June 2007 jwww.elca.org/seeds]
So... perhaps that friend or neighbor who doesn’t attend church might be
w more open than you ever imagined to receiving an invitation to church from you!
T
®
f News from the Evangelism Team
Wanted: The Evangelism Team is working on some new and exciting initiatives
Someone with that you’ll see soon.
computer savvy to In May the Evangelism Team questionnaire to the congregation was handed

advise the Evangelism  out and we’re compiling results now. Thank you to everyone who took the time
Team on making the to share their opinions. Once all the results are in we will share them with the

most of the current congregation.
Saint Peter website _ . _— . .
and other internet The new Let Your Light Shine coffee mugs for first time visitors to Saint
options. Contact Chris ~ Peter are being finished and will be showing up soon. Plus, we’re beginning work
Oesleby or Jerry on a new informational video about Saint Peter that will include stories from our
Brooks at members, as part of the presentation, about what makes Saint

27N
evangelism@StPlc.org  Peter such a great community. We'll be coming to the \ (
+ congregation soon and asking you to participate. So, if you »’ ‘ §

have a story you'd like to share or know someone who does

July 2007 keep that in mind, we'll need your help.
Newsle_tter In addition, the Evangelism Team is starting a new campaign we call
Deadline Intentional Welcoming to help reach out to visitors and express a warm friendly
The deadline for the greeting to guests. If you enjoy meeting and socializing with new people watch
July newsletter is for opportunities coming soon to join this informal group at Saint Peter.

Tuesday, June 5". Due
to staff scheduling,
this newsletter
deadline is firm. Please
e-mail your news
article to Nadine at T

nnakatani@StPLC.org

T

Wanted: The Evangelism Team is looking for someone with computer savvy
to advise us on making the most of the current Saint Peter website and other
internet options. If you can help, please contact Chris Oesleby or Jerry Brooks at
Evangelism@StPIc.org.
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From the Pastor

Plans to Grow

Our vision statement describes us as a congregation that
intends to be: “Growing... in faith and understanding.” In my
own personal constitution, | emphasize the importance of
growing physically, intellectually, emotionally and spiritually. Yet this past year,
as my family and | found ourselves in a time of crisis (related to our home),
taking time for personal growth was one of the first commitments | let go. |
hope to turn that around in the coming months.

It is easy to convince ourselves that personal growth is a luxury. It can seem
selfish to take an hour to curl up with a good book, to attend a lecture for
personal development, or to dive into the study of a particular Bible passage. Yet
we all know that when we take care of our bodies and our minds and our spirits
we have so much more that we can give to the world around us.

| have always been impressed with the numbers of adults who are
committed to growth here at Saint Peter. It has been inspiring to see a full
house at the Thursday evening Crossways Bible study. Our Wednesday
lunchtime Bible study has grown significantly over the past couple of years. And
there is a solid core of adults who make Sunday morning Adult Forum a priority
every week.

We are hearing of an increasing number of individuals who have committed
themselves to daily Bible study, prayer and mediation. More and more of our
families are carving out time for daily devotions in the home. These are all
important ways that we make room for growth in our lives — and in doing so we
find ourselves becoming more and more a congregation that is “Growing... in
faith and understanding.”

This summer | have made some plans for personal growth. | will be reading,
worshipping, reflecting, and attending a continuing education event with some
45 other pastors and their families. | intend to:

e Work with our elected leaders to continue our study of the video
resource “Congregational Leadership in Anxious Times” by Peter
Steinke

e Finish my “cover to cover” effort to read the entire Bible this year.

¢ Attend Wartburg Seminary’s “Luther Academy of the Rockies” —
scheduled for June 18-28; the theme this year is “Going Public;
Christian Witness in the World”.

e Read Diarmaid MacCulloch’s 2004 book “The Reformation; a History.”
e Discipline myself to exercise at least three times each week.

Summer is a time when we are freed from many of the complexities of our
school-year schedules. It is a time when we can make an additional commitment
to read and to reflect — to grow our bodies, minds and spirits. What plans will
you make for intentional growth this summer? Drop me a line, I'd love to hear
about them.

God’s peace to you all,
David J. Risendal, Pastor
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Weekly
Internet
Devotions

Pastor Dave sends out
a devotional message
every Wednesday,
which is usually based
on the Gospel Lesson
appointed for the
coming Sunday, and is
intended to help
readers prepare
themselves for Sunday
worship.

T

If you are interested in
receiving these weekly
devotional messages,
please send him a note
to that effect at
drisendal@StPLC.org

or check them out at

www.StPLC.ord.
.I.



http://www.StPLC.org

