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4 & 5 
“Our Life 

Together in 
Christ” Retreat 

Friday from  
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

and 
Saturday from 

8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

 

at Saint Peter 

8 
All Ministry 

Team Meeting 
Tuesday, May 8th at 

7:30 p.m. in the 
Worship Center 

19 
Catechism Class 
of 2007 Banquet

 

Saturday, May 19th at 
6:00 p.m. at Hope 
United Methodist 

Church 

20 
Class of 2007 
Affirmation of 

Baptism 
Sunday, May 20th at 

10:45 a.m. in the 
Worship Center  
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Affirmation of Baptism 
Sunday, May 20th 

The entire congregation is invited as we take time on May 20th to 
honor, bless, and pray for those who have completed their three years of 
Catechetical Study at Saint Peter. These students have been studying the 
Bible and the traditions of our church, preparing to become adult members 
of the church. On the 20th they will affirm their faith, pledge their 
allegiance to Christ, and “officially” become adult members of Saint Peter. 
Please put the date on your calendars, and plan to join us for this festive 
event. 

Summer Worship 
Begins Memorial Day Weekend 

May 27, 2007 

Summer is fast approaching, and we encourage you to worship weekly 
this summer. Our summer schedule at Saint Peter will be as follows: 

8:30 a.m.

 

Service of Holy Communion – a contemporary liturgical 
service, led by a variety of acoustic instruments, and 
held outdoors (whenever weather permits) 

10:00 a.m.

 

Service of Holy Communion – a more traditional service, 
led by piano and organ, in our Worship Center 

When you are in town, please join us each week for worship. When you 
are traveling away from the Denver area on weekends, make time to 
worship wherever you are. Pastor Dave and the rest of the staff will be 
happy to refer you to local ELCA congregations in the areas you plan to 
visit. 

Have a great summertime – and may God bless you and renew you. 

The Saint Peter
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Adult Forum for May 
In May, we continue our Sunday morning series, All God’s 

Families. On May 6th we will focus on International Adoption. 
Come and hear Jep and Julie Fuller speak about their family’s 
experience with adoption. 

On Mother’s Day, May 13th, Pastor Dave will help us take a 
look at the image of the family in the Gospels. Come for a conversation on the 
potential conflicts between family obligations and faith obligations, or our 
perceptions of these struggles. 

On May 20th Dr. Bill Burgman will speak about “Stress and Health”. How does 
your family manage all of its commitments? Does the end of the school year, 
team sports, Scouts, etc., throw your schedule into overdrive? There will be 
many tips to help keep the balance in your family life, which will be invaluable.  

The Adult Ed Team is firing up to schedule topics and teachers for next year. 
Please consider these questions:  

 

What areas of study would enrich your faith journey?  

 

Have you a passion or expertise that would be of service to the 
congregation, and would you or a team of like minded individuals 
enjoy presenting the materials?  

 

What are the opportunities to put all this “learning” to the test, and 
move forward as Christ’s disciples in service to our community, both 
near and far? 

 Please call Vicky Simpson at 303 221-2094 to discuss these questions, or to 
offer any new insights.  

† 

Mid-year Discipleship Check-up!  
Remember last November when many of you committed 
to work on your discipleship habits? 

Many of you committed to more daily prayer, more Bible 
reading, more community service, more financial generosity, etc. 
The Discipleship Team would like you to review that commitment and do a 
personal “check-up” on how you have done so far. So, in your mail box, by  
May 6th, will be a copy of your commitment form along with a cover letter that 
will include many additional resources that might help you work on these habits. 
Simply review them and pray that your commitment reflects your faith life at 
Saint Peter. If you did not submit a commitment form last November, this will be 
an opportunity to do so. There will be a blank form and cover letter in your box.  

Thanks,  
The Discipleship Team 
† 

“Our Life Together in Christ” Retreat 
Reminder – this retreat for all members and friends of Saint Peter will be  
Friday, May 4th from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. and Saturday, May 5th from 8:00 a.m.  
to 6:00 p.m. It’s not too late to register – just call the church office!  
†   

  

Adult Forum 
for May 

May 6th Jep and Julie 
Fuller on International 

Adoption 

May 13th Pastor Dave 
on the Image of 

Family in the Gospels 

May 20th Dr. Bill 
Burgman on Stress 

and Health 
† 

“Our Life 
Together in 

Christ” 
Retreat 

Friday, May 4th from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, May 5th from 

8:00 a.m. until  
6:00 p.m. Saturday 
meals are included. 

† 

June 2007 
Newsletter 
Deadline  

The deadline for the 
June newsletter is 

Monday, May 14th. Due 
to staff scheduling, 

this newsletter 
deadline is firm. Please 

e-mail your news 
article to Nadine at 

nnakatani@StPLC.org 

†  
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From the Pastor 

“My Peace I Leave with You” 
On Monday, April 16th, I had just returned from a long 

weekend in Durango. I was up to my ears in e-mail 
messages and lists of what to do, so I skipped my morning 

routine of listening to the news. I sat down at my desk and began digging 
through the piles. About lunchtime, one of our members stopped into my office 
and asked me, “Did you hear about the shootings?” I hadn’t heard, of course. 
But the minute he began to tell me about it my heart skipped a beat. 

You see there are twelve people on this continent who share my last name, 
and one of them, my cousin’s son, is an undergraduate student at Virginia Tech. 
A quick call to his mother at home revealed that he was out of harm’s way – he 
had spent the morning in his dormitory room. But the ensuing series of e-mail 
messages expressed his family’s concern for his well being, and for the many 
students at Tech that he and his family know. I continue to pray each day for 
those students, and for those who are close to them. I encourage you to join me 
in that discipline – it will be months, perhaps years, before many of those who 
refer to themselves as members of the “Hokie Nation” are able to work through 
the pain and anguish they suffered on that day. 

We live in a world that seems much more dangerous than the one I grew up 
in. A friend once noted that young people who were seniors in High School on  
9-11 were in the ninth grade when the Columbine tragedy took place and in the 
sixth grade when the Oklahoma City bombing happened. Now they have 
experienced this as well. Their impressions of the world surely are different than 
mine were in the 1960s and early 1970s. 

The temptation is to give in to fear and despair. The temptation is to see the 
presence of evil in the face of every stranger. The temptation is to believe that 
hope and security can be found in fighting fire with fire. 

God offers us a different way. On Maundy Thursday the disciples of Jesus 
were frightened, as they watched the events unfold that would eventually lead 
to his death. Knowing how fearful they were, Jesus said: “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” [St. John 14:27] He 
then commanded them to love one another just as he loved them. 

When faced with the terrible and terrifying forces of this world, people of 
Christian faith are able to walk forward into the unknown because of the 
powerful love of Jesus Christ. This powerful love has transformed our minds. It 
has transformed our hearts. It has transformed our lives. And through us, it 
seeks to transform a painfully broken and fiercely troubled world. 

When gunshots ring out – when the doctor says, “It’s cancer” – when a 
marriage begins to come apart – when a family loses their home – there may 
not be much that the world can say. But there is much that God can provide, 
including the gift of transforming love that leads to a peace that “passes all 
understanding.” [Philippians 4:7] 

May God’s love and peace fill the lives of those students at Virginia Tech, 
and their friends and families… and the lives of all who suffer in this world. And 
as we are given opportunity, may we be God’s instruments of love and peace. 

God’s peace to you all, 
David J. Risendal, Pastor   

   

Weekly 
Internet 

Devotions 
Pastor Dave sends out 
a devotional message 

every Wednesday, 
which is usually based 
on the Gospel Lesson 

appointed for the 
coming Sunday, and is 

intended to help 
readers prepare 

themselves for Sunday 
worship. 

† 

If you are interested in 
receiving these weekly 
devotional messages, 

please send him a note 
to that effect at 

drisendal@StPLC.org

 

 or check them out at 
www.StPLC.org. 

†  

 

http://www.StPLC.org

