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Lock-1In
5:00 p.m. Friday to
mid-afternoon on
Saturday here at
Saint Peter

Wednesdays in
Lent
Soup Supper &
Lenten Worship

Soup Supper 5:45 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Lenten Worship
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Worship Center
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Team Meeting
7:30 p.m. in the
Worship Center
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Bible Song
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Fellowship Hall
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Lutheran College

Concert
7:00 p.m. in the
Worship Center
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Mid-Week Lent Worship

Prepare With Us for the Easter Season

Lent is a forty day season (not counting Sundays) that begins on Ash
Wednesday (February 21 this year), and ends as Holy Week begins. It is a time
of considering those ways in which we’ve fallen short of God’s will for us,
experiencing the forgiveness God loves to share with us, and inviting the Holy
Spirit to enter into our lives and create a new beginning in us.

This year on Wednesdays in Lent, we will be holding worship services that
come from the Community of Taizé near Cluny, France. Join us for mid-week
worship on Wednesdays between now and Palm Sunday (April 1%).

Wednesdays in Lent

5:45 p.m. Soup Supper (Fellowship Hall)
6:45 p.m. Taizé worship (Worship Center)

Holy Week Worship

Celebrate the Resurrection

Passion Sunday (also known as Palm Sunday: April 1)

8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
9:40 a.m. Sunday Church School
10:45 a.m. Service of Holy Communion

Maundy Thursday (April 5) 8:00 p.m. Communion Service
Good Friday (April 6) 8:00 p.m. Service of the Word
Holy Saturday (April 7)  9:00 p.m. Easter Vigil

The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday: April 8)
8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
10:45 a.m. Service of Holy Communion
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Lutheran Day
at the
Legislature &
Bishops
Luncheon

March 19" from
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
at the Colorado History

Museum in Denver

+
Adult Forum

Join us every Sunday
morning at 9:40 a.m.
in the Narthex

T

Mid-week
Lenten
Worship &
Soup Suppers

All are welcome to join
us every Wednesday
at 5:45 p.m. for soup

followed by worship at

6:45 p.m.

T

April 2007
Newsletter

The deadline for the
April newsletter
is Thursday,
March 15™. E-mail
your news article to
Nadine at
nnakatani@stplc.org

.I.

Adult Forum in March
Sunday Mornings at 9:40 a.m. in the Narthex

Interesting topics await you in Adult Forum between services in March! On
March 4™, 11" and 18™ Ron Leighton will present a three week class, Luther:
The Peasants, Jews, and Katie. Come and discover what the connection is
between the three topics, and how it has shaped the development of our faith.

On March 25" Anders Snyder of Lutheran Family Services will bring us up to
date on refugee services, this year focusing on the refugees coming from Burma.
In the past two years we have sponsored refugee families from Ethiopia, and as
a congregation, are we being called again to such a ministry? Come learn about
the lives of these new refugees, and discover if we can help them in a transition
to a life in our state.

Is there a subject that you would like to see covered in Adult Forum? Please
contact Vicky Simpson at 303 221-2094, or leave your suggestions in her box.
We are rounding out the schedule for the spring, and already looking forward to
the classes for next fall!

T

Lutheran Day at the Legislature and
Bishop’s Luncheon

Save the Date!

The Lutheran Day at the Legislature & Bishop’s Luncheon will be on Monday,
March 19" from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Colorado History Museum in
Denver.

The topics for the day will be:
¢ Faith & Politics: a Lutheran Perspective
e Caring for Creation: Environmental Issues
e Issues Impacting Seniors
e 2007 Advocacy Priorities
Registration forms are on the table in the Narthex.
"

Mid-week Lenten Worship Services and
Soup Suppers

Our mid-week Lenten worship services and Soup Suppers will be held each
Wednesday beginning February 28™. Supper will start at 5:45 p.m. followed by
the Lenten worship service at 6:45 p.m. Join us for this great time of fellowship
and worship.

There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for those of you who would like to
provide a pot of soup.

T
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From the Pastor

A Good Lent to You

“Good Lent.” | remember that phrase from my childhood.
It was something that my Catholic friends would say. Or
more accurately, it was something their priests would say. |
always wondered about that concept. Good Lent? Lent wasn’t
all that good in the Lutheran church of the 1960’s. Dreary, yes. Painfully long,
yes. Dreadfully boring, yes. But good? No, not really.

These days | have a very different point of view. | do see Lent as a good
thing. And | have high hopes about what it can mean for you and me.

Lent traces its beginnings all the way back to the early church. When many
adults were coming to faith, the church had to create a way to help them
understand and better appreciate what it meant to be a member of the church.
Since the Easter Vigil (the night before Easter) was one of the earliest baptismal
festivals, a time of preparation was set aside during the weeks preceding Easter
for those who desired baptism. It was a time of prayer and study and fasting
and service. Those interested in becoming part of the church were enrolled as
“Catechumenates” and given formal training (“Catechism”) in the faith. After a
set time of study and preparation (eventually set at 40 days to match the time
Moses spent on Mt. Sinai, the time Israel wandered in the desert, and the time
Jesus was tempted in the wilderness), newcomers were baptized at the Easter
Vigil, and received their first communion on Easter.

These days the focus of Lent is no longer exclusively on those who are
becoming part of the church. We are all invited into this forty day period of
prayer and study and fasting and service. We are all invited to explore what it
means that we are imperfect: we have fallen far short of God’s expectations and
are in need of a Savior. We are all invited to strengthen our relationship with
God, and deepen our trust in the promise of the Gospel.

How does one do that? One approach is to enter into the classic spiritual
disciplines of the church. There are many from which to choose. At Saint Peter,
we have encouraged five of those disciplines: Daily Prayer and Bible Study,
Weekly Worship, Monthly Community Service, Financial Generosity, and
Participation in a Small Group or Faith Partnership. Richard Foster, in his book
Celebration of Discipline, adds a few more: Meditation, Fasting, Simplicity,
Solitude, Submission, Confession... In the long run, it doesn’t matter what
disciplines we choose. What matters is that we enter into them with the intent of
growing in faith, trust, hope, love and joy.

That's why | think of Lent differently these days. When the focus of Lent is
faith, trust, hope, love and joy, it can no longer be described with adjectives like
dreary, long and boring. Instead, it becomes an exciting and fulfilling adventure.

So | wish each one of you a Good Lent this year. | encourage you to adopt
one or two or three of the Spiritual Disciplines mentioned above for these forty
days. And | pray that as you spend time on your faith and on your relationship
with God it will indeed increase in you the gifts of faith, trust, hope, love and

Joy.

God'’s peace (and a “Good Lent”) to you all,
David J. Risendal, Pastor
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Weekly
Internet
Devotions

Pastor Dave sends out
a devotional message
every Wednesday,
which is usually based
on the Gospel Lesson
appointed for the
coming Sunday, and is
intended to help
readers prepare
themselves for Sunday
worship.

T

If you are interested in

receiving these weekly

devotional messages,

please send him a note
to that effect at

drisendal@StPLC.org
or check them out at

www.StPLC.ord.
.I.
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Prayer Vigil
Good Friday, April 6
starting at 9:00 p.m.
until Easter Sunday,
April 8" at 4:00 a.m.

Sign up for an hour or

more of prayer. Signup

sheet is on the table in
the Narthex.

We hope to fill all of
the hours with prayer.

T

Daylight
Savings Time

Starts on Sunday,

March 11" — don’t

forget to SPRING
FORWARD one hour

T

Stephen
Ministry
Contact
Donna Burman at
303 619-5448 if your
needs can be met by a
Stephen Minister

T

Prayer Vigqil

There are no dances for dark days.
There is no music to bellow the pain.
The best we can do is to remain
still and silent
and try to remember the face of God
and how to kneel
and how to pray.*

One of the blessings at Saint Peter is the tradition of being constant in prayer
as we consider what has happened between the time of the cross and the
resurrection.

If you have not participated in the Prayer Vigil before you will find, as do
those who come back each year, the altar stripped with the cross remaining as
our center. Our senses are heightened in the flickering light of the candles, in
the stillness and silence. It's a time we can set aside to kneel, to pray,
interceding for the world around us, for our church, and for ourselves.

A signup sheet is located on the table in the narthex for one hour increments
following evening worship on Good Friday through Easter morning. We suggest
that men or couples sign up for the late night hours. The church is kept locked,
and a key will be made available to you. A list for prayer requests, books, and
meditation helps will also be available. We hope all the hours will be filled.

* Kneeling in Jerusalem, Ann Weems
T

%'@ Stephen Ministry
What Happens When You Ask for Help from a Stephen Minister?

If you are experiencing a challenge in your life (and remember, challenges
can be positive—a new job, pregnancy, retirement; as well as negative—ob loss,
relationship difficulties, illness, death) and would like to talk with a caring
Christian who can offer a listening ear, please call Donna Burman at
303 619-6448. She is available to talk more about Stephen Ministry and what it
can mean to you.

If your needs can be met by a Stephen Minister, Donna will match you with
someone who will support you through this time.

Confidentiality is the cornerstone for Stephen Ministers. If you have a burden
you need to share, perhaps a Stephen Minister can help.

T
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From the Coordinator of Lay Ministers

The Gift of Evangelism

A person with the spiritual gift of evangelism is willing and
able to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ to those who
don’t know Him in a way that makes them respond in faith and discipleship.

Many people, including me, find the idea of being an evangelist frightening.
When | want to talk to someone about my faith, | struggle to find words. And
when | do speak, the words often seem awkward. Certainly I've been affected
by some negative experiences of an aggressive, in-your-face type of evangelism.
Perhaps we need to rethink our image of evangelism. To begin this, | want to
share some positive “evangelism” stories with you....

My friend Steve traveled frequently on business, and always read his Bible in
airports. His first evangelism tool was a smile for everyone. When people asked
why he read the Bible, he answered simply that Christ was the center of his life
and the Bible was the source of his faith and understanding. Sometimes this led
to a deeper conversation, sometimes not. But a seed was planted.

Sarah listened carefully to her friend Beth’s description of the painful end to
yet another romantic relationship. Although Sarah had never discussed her faith
with Beth, she felt called to take this conversation to a deeper level. She
suggested that the largest void in Beth's life was not knowing Jesus, concluding,
“The more | learn of the unconditional love of Jesus, the less I'm hurt by what
others do.” Beth looked startled and said, “No, you're wrong. | don't need
anything like that.” Sarah wisely returned to her listening mode. Several days
later Beth asked her what she meant about Jesus, and Sarah shared what a
difference her faith made in her life. They talked occasionally over the next
months, with Sarah answering Beth’s questions. Eventually Beth attended a
Christian retreat and began her own faith journey.

The story of Phillip and the Ethiopian told in Acts 8:26-39 is an interesting
evangelism text; | encourage you to read it. Phillip encounters a man who,
although a Jew, is foreign in race, culture and life-style. Phillip simply answers
the questions of the Ethiopian and he is led to faith.

All of these stories point to common elements in evangelism.

1. Listening - the 1% step: When you understand the needs or questions
of a person, you can respond to them in a direct and personal way.

2. Responding: Answer a person’s questions, respond to their concerns.

3. Sharing your faith story: Spend some time thinking about this, and be
prepared to share your story in a few sentences. (A good listener will
know when it's time to go deeper in discussing faith.)

4. Patience - trust the Holy Spirit: You will not “convert” anyone — that
is accomplished through the work of the Holy Spirit. But you can let
the Spirit work through you to plant and nurture the seeds of faith.

5. Prayer: Pray for the work of the Spirit in leading people to faith.

I can embrace this image of evangelism, although [ still find it personally
challenging. | pledge to look for opportunities to witness and to practice telling
my faith story. | encourage you to do the same, for Christ calls us to tell his
story to all nations. | pray that the Holy Spirit will bless and nurture our efforts.

Peace,
Karyl Meyer,
Coordinator of Lay Ministers
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Congratulations
to our newly elected
congregation leaders!
These gifted and
dedicated people will
lead us in several
ministry teams. Over
the next months | will
write about the
spiritual gifts that
nurture growth in
these specific
ministries, beginning
with Evangelism.

Saint Peter
Evangelism
Team

Co-leaders:
Jerry Brooks
Chris Oesleby

Team Members:
Lee Dehmlow
Jep Fuller
Steve Howie
Toni Mathiasen

This team is to make
Saint Peter better
known in our
community and to
invite people to faith.

Their work will create
opportunities for us to
be witnesses or
evangelists to our
faith. The article on
this page suggests
ways we can prepare
ourselves to be
evangelists.
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