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A Newsletter of Saint Peter Lutheran Church 
Greenwood Village, Colorado  

Saint Peter Facility 
Renewal is Underway 

Work Began July 17  
With great excitement we 

announce that work has begun 
on the Extreme Makeover we 
have planned for Saint Peter’s 
facilities. 

The roofing contractor was 
on site Monday, July 17th. 
Supplies have been delivered, 
the old roof is being torn off, 
and by the time you receive this 
newsletter it is very likely that 
the new roof will be completely 
installed. Thanks to Dick 

Watkins and his group for moving this project forward. 

Once the roof is installed, Jeanne McGuire and her group will coordinate with 
painters and flooring contractors to begin the work inside. The current plan is to 
empty out the west side of the facility using temporary storage containers on our 
property for two weeks or so while that side of the building is painted and 
carpeted. During that time we will worship in the Fellowship Hall. When the west 
side is completed, furniture will be replaced, and the same process will take place 
on the east side. 

Work is currently underway on the installation of an air conditioning system. 
Engineered plans are being developed. When they are complete, and a building 
permit is in hand, installation will begin. 

Exterior work, including a playground and modifications to the courtyard, will 
take time to develop and permit – look for them towards the end of the year. 

Thanks to all whose generosity and hard work has made this possible. We are 
excited about the new face we will project to Belleview Ave. – and hopeful that 
this may draw newcomers in, to explore becoming part of our community of faith. 

The Saint Peter
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Announcing: New Small Group Opportunity 
Planning for a Trip to Selian Lutheran Hospital, near Arusha Tanzania;  
First Meeting: Monday, September 11, 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Trip to Tanzania: June, 2007 (tentative) 

A new small group is forming this September, with plans to meet monthly, 
leading up to a visit with Dr. Mark Jacobson and the rest of his staff at Selian 
Lutheran Hospital next summer. The purpose of this small group will be to grow 
in our understanding of what it means to be committed to Community Service, 
and to learn more about how we might be supportive of this remarkable ministry 
in Tanzania. During our monthly gatherings we will: 

 

Study and practice the 4th Discipleship Habit (Service to the Community) 

 

Study the history of Tanzania and the areas surrounding Arusha 

 

Learn about their current cultural, social and political setting 

 

Develop a basic understanding of their language and customs 

This group will receive visits from a number of Denver-area residents who 
have spent time at the hospital, and will hear first-hand from them what such a 
trip can entail. During the first two months of our work together, we will 
determine exactly when this trip will take place, how long we’ll be away, and 
how much it will cost. 

If you are interested in becoming part of this small group, please contact 
Pastor Dave by the end of August. 

† 

Thank You Notes to Saint Peter 
From James Barclay at Lutheran Family Services: 
We are simply overjoyed at receiving your extraordinary gift and honored to 

place it into service for people in need! You bless this ministry in so many ways 
and your service and generosity brings glory to God. Thank You! 

From Dr. Mark Jacobson at Selian Lutheran Hospitals: 
Greetings and Blessings from Selian Lutheran Hospitals. Just recently I 

received the recent reports on your contribution to Selian through the Level II 
Giving of Global Mission in the ELCA. We are glad to be caught up with the 
records of your gifts. We are ever so grateful for your generous gifts. 

Your support and your prayers allow us to care for many. Last year we saw 
more than 45,000 patients in our hospital and clinic. The special care for crippled 
children and for women in fistulae continues. We expand our outreach to more 
and more communities. What a privilege to share in all of these ministries with 
you. 

Please allow me to extend to you, the deep gratitude of the patients we 
serve together. Know that they and we hold you up in our prayers. 

Thank you and God Bless! 

†    

   

Contributions 
from Miracle 
Sunday Fund 

 

$10,730.50 to Selian 
Hospital and 

$10,730.50 to 
Lutheran Family 

Services  

† 

September 
2006 

Newsletter 
Deadline for the 

September newsletter 
is Tuesday  
August 15th. 

 E-mail your news to 
Nadine at 

nnakatani@stplc.org 

 

† 
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From the Pastor 

Calling All Leaders! 
[Jesus said] The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; 

and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 
But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must 
become like the youngest, and the leader like one who 

serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is 
it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. (St. Luke 
22:25-27) 

We are hoping and praying and planning for greatness at Saint Peter. Can 
you imagine yourself playing a role in making that happen? 

As I write this newsletter article (on July 14th), I am making final 
preparations for my presentation to the congregation on Tuesday, July 18th. The 
basic premise for that presentation is that although we had high hopes for what 
Permission Giving could do for us at Saint Peter, it has not generated the 
leadership, participation and enthusiasm that we had hoped to see in key 
ministries at Saint Peter. We have learned many things from being a Permission 
Giving Congregation that will continue to shape how we encourage and support 
lay ministers at Saint Peter. But I also believe the creation of ongoing ministry 
teams could strengthen our approach in a number of areas. 

I hope, in the coming months, to recruit two key ministry leaders, and at 
least three or four other committed supporters, to advance the work we are 
doing in these four areas: 

 

Discipleship Formation 

 

Evangelism 

 

Youth & Families Ministries 

 

Stewardship 

As these teams get up and running, we’ll move on to create ongoing ministry 
teams which will work with other ministry areas, like Community Service, Adult 
Education, and Property Management… 

Given the strong foundation we have begun to lay with ministries like 
Sunday Morning Worship and Music, Youth Servant Trips, Middle School 
Catechism, Sunday Church School, and Adult Education, I am hopeful that 
careful attention to these other areas can help us to come a few steps closer to 
the greatness we are hoping, praying and planning for at Saint Peter. 

So what do you think? Can you imagine yourself playing a role in making 
that happen? To succeed, we’ll need 10-12 Saint Peter members who will step 
up and offer strong and faithful leadership to these ministry areas. In exchange, 
we plan to invest in training, encouraging and supporting these leaders, and 
helping them to have an experience that is as transformational for them as it is 
for the congregation. 

I hope you will all give this some thought and prayer. Jesus teaches us that 
true greatness comes from becoming like a child; that true leadership has to do 
with a life of service. I look forward to laughing and playing and serving with 
you, as God works through us to make this a great congregation. 

God’s peace to you all, 

David J. Risendal, Pastor   

     

Weekly 
Internet 

Devotions 
Pastor Dave sends out 
a devotional message 

every Wednesday, 
which is usually based 
on the Gospel Lesson 

appointed for the 
coming Sunday, and is 

intended to help 
readers prepare 

themselves for Sunday 
worship. 

† 

If you are interested in 
receiving these weekly 
devotional messages, 

please send him a note 
to that effect at 

drisendal@StPLC.org

 

 or check them out at 
www.StPLC.org. 

†   

http://www.StPLC.org
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Partnership Ministries 
Saint Peter has established ongoing partnerships with two service ministries. 

Below are monthly updates on each of these programs. We encourage you to 
become involved in either of these service opportunities . 

Selian Lutheran Hospital: AIDS Control Program 
Last month’s article discussed part of the AIDS Control Program at Selian; 

the remaining portions are listed below.  

1. Home Based Care and Hospice Care: Selian continues to reach out into 
the community of over 300 patients with AIDS and other diseases to provide 
home based care, training for family members in home care and end of life 
hospice care in the home. 

2. Support of People Living with HIV/AIDS: Selian continues to be the 
patron to and a primary supporter of the support group known as Arusha 
Living Positively with HIV/AIDS. Over 120 members meet at Selian's Uzima 
(Wholeness) Center and many participate in community AIDS education. 

3. Orphan Care: Orphan care and Care to Children Affected by AIDS (CABA) 
remain a top priority for Selian. The program is designed to keep orphans in 
their villages by providing direct support for orphan care and education. 
Forty CABA children are currently being assisted.  

4. The ART (antiretroviral therapy) Soccer Team: This group of men and 
women living with AIDS are on antiretroviral therapy through Selian Lutheran 
Hospitals and Clinics. Selian supports them medically, morally and financially. 

Saint Peter 
continues to explore 
ways we can support 
the ministries of 
Selian Lutheran 
Hospital. If you’d like 
more information, 
please contact Susan 
Howell, 303 306-6066. 

† 

Refugee Family Support Team  
We continue to provide English language tutoring and cultural mentoring to 

Maryan and Fatuma, our Somali refugee family. Their language skills are 
beginning to grow; we can hold phone conversations with Maryan and enjoy 
simple conversations with both of them. Laura Romcevich, home from college, 
has begun tutoring Maryan and Fatuma and will continue through the summer. 
Thanks, Laura, for joining our team! One cultural experience this month was a 
trip to Bonnie Brae Ice Cream Parlor; a first for both Maryan and Fatuma.  

Please call Laurie Perry, 303 627-1994, for more information about this 
ministry team. 

We have lost our donated storage unit due to ownership changes. Please 
contact Laurie if you can suggest a storage facility we can approach about an 
ongoing partnership to serve refugee ministries through LFS.   

  

Donations for 
Refugee 
Families 

Immediate needs 
Twin sheet sets 

Winter coats & sweaters

 

Toiletries 
Infant clothing, blankets 

All Types Furniture

 

 including beds, frames, 
springs & mattresses-
double, single or crib. 

 

(no sofa beds, please) 
Floor & table lamps 

House wares 
Glasses: sets of 4-6 
Dish sets: 4-6 place 

settings 
 Silverware sets: 4-6 

place settings 
Sets of pots & pans 

Kitchen utensils  
boxed and clearly labeled

 

Vacuum cleaners 
TV sets  

Computers, monitors & 
printers 

Alarm & wall clocks 
Brooms w/dust pans 

Sponge mops  

Linens 
Queen, full, twin sheet 
sets, blankets, spreads

 

Bath towels, hand towels, 
wash towels 

Kitchen linens  
boxed or bagged and 

clearly labeled) 

Directions  
Available in the church 

office – in mail box at the 
bottom of middle row. 

†

 


