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1 
Crossways 

Potluck 
6:30 p.m. at the 

Meyer’s home 

2 
Music & Drama 

Barbeque 
5:00 p.m. at the 

Meyer’s home 

3 
Catechism 

Leaders 
4:00 p.m. in the 
Risendal home 

11 
Summer 
Worship 

Schedule Begins

 

11-17 
Middle School 

Youth at 
Rainbow Trail 

25-29 
Vacation Bible 

School  

A Newsletter of Saint Peter Lutheran Church 
Greenwood Village, Colorado 

Summer Worship Schedule 
Begins Sunday, June 11th 

Summer is fast approaching, and we encourage you to worship weekly 
this summer. Our worship schedule at Saint Peter will be as follows: 

8:30 a.m.

 

Service of Holy Communion – a more traditional liturgical 
service, held outdoors whenever weather permits 

10:00 a.m.

 

Service of Holy Communion – a more contemporary 
service, led by an ensemble of voices and musical 
instruments, in our Worship Center 

When you are in town, please join us each week for worship. When you 
are traveling away from the Denver area on weekends, make time to 
worship wherever you are. Pastor Dave and the staff will be happy to refer 
you to local ELCA congregations in the areas you plan to visit. 

Have a great summertime – and may God bless you and renew you.  

Extreme Makeover; 
Church Edition 
$280,000 in Gifts and 

Commitments Received 
A miracle took place at Saint Peter on May 7th. The Holy Spirit inspired 

participants in this congregation to offer themselves in extraordinary ways to 
support the extreme makeover envisioned for our facilities. A tithe has already 
been made on monies received: checks have been sent to Lutheran Refugee 
Services and Selian Lutheran Hospital in Tanzania. Plans are now underway to 
move forward with installing air conditioning in the worship center, refreshing the 
interior of our facilities with paint and new flooring, and replacing the oft-leaking 
roof. Thanks to those of you who contributed. We still hope to reach $300,000 
before this campaign is over. If you haven’t yet contributed, please consider doing 
so this month. 

The Saint Peter
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Our Life Together in Christ 
A Retreat for Membership in the Christian Church 
Friday, July 21st from 7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and  
Saturday, July 22nd from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

The purpose of this one and one-half day retreat is to provide a time for 
people to hear the essential message of the Christian faith and to share the 
significance of that message with other Christians. Participants will discuss 
aspects of faith, share stories, deepen friendships, and grow spiritually. We 
especially encourage all who are interested in becoming members at Saint Peter 
to join us for this time of worship, study, and fellowship. This retreat is valuable 
for everyone in the Saint Peter community, including teenagers. If you haven’t 
attended one of these retreats (or even if you have!) we strongly encourage you 
to join us this July to study and celebrate “Our Life Together in Christ.” 

“Our Life Together in Christ” includes snacks and drinks on Friday evening, 
and all three meals on Saturday. The final meal is a dinner for everyone, 
including families, and welcomes those who will be joining our congregation. 
Child care will be provided for those who need it. Please contact Karyl or Moira 
to register for the retreat and reserve child care if needed.  

† 

Stephen Ministry Training 
A new Stephen Ministry Training Class will begin this 

fall. (We didn’t get enough interest to have a class this 
summer.) Saint Peter will be joining Hope Methodist 
again this fall for a new class. More details will be 
available in June. 

There’s a lot of work to do in God’s kingdom. Care 
giving is one of the most important jobs God calls us to 
do; to love others in His name. Our congregation’s Stephen Ministry is one 
way we accomplish God’s caring work. Perhaps God has blessed you richly and 
you’re at a place where you can give something back by serving and blessing 
others. Roll up your sleeves and explore your role in Stephen Ministry by 
contacting Donna Burman at 303 619-6448.  

Nothing is too large or too small to take to our Lord in prayer. Take this 
opportunity to pray to the Lord and seek His guidance. This may be just the 
ministry he has prepared for you.  

† 

Thank You Saint Peter 
Larry and Darlene Renevier want to thank everyone for all their help, prayers 

and kindness shown them during Larry's illness. A special thank you to all who 
drove everyday for the infusion treatments. We will never be able to thank you 
enough!  

God Bless you all, 
Larry & Darlene Renevier. 

†   

  

Our Life 
Together  
in Christ 

A retreat for all 
members and friends 

of Saint Peter… 

Friday, July 21st  

7:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

 

Saturday, July 22nd 

8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

 

Call to church office to 
save a place for you at 

this retreat. 

† 

Stephen 
Ministry 
Training 

Contact Donna 
Burman at  

303 619-6448 or 
dlb_Denver@comcast.net

 

† 

July 2006 
Newsletter 

Deadline for the July 
newsletter is 
Wednesday  
June 14th. 

 E-mail your news to 
Lynn at 

lsherpe@stplc.org
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From the Pastor 

The Main Thing 
“Summertime is lazy time.” someone recently told me. We 

were discussing summer worship patterns, and the fact that 
worship attendance numbers drop off as soon as public 

schools let out for the season. The speaker went on to describe the various 
pressures placed on the social calendar by commitments to school, sports, clubs, 
scouts, family, friends and church. “Summertime is lazy time. Time to step away 
from commitments for a while and get some rest.” 

I believe that person to be at least half right. We do over-schedule 
ourselves. A good friend of mine used to tease me about living among people 
who were trying to squeeze three lives into one, and to a certain extent that is 
what we are tempted to do. Out of a concern that we might miss something 
good, we have a hard time saying no to anything. Unfortunately, when that 
approach is taken towards life we spend so much energy on the good things 
that we rarely have enough energy to enter fully into the most excellent things. 
So there certainly is a need during the quieter, less demanding summer months 
to step back and enjoy that “lazy time.” 

But I’d contend that this doesn’t apply to our involvement with our church 
and our faith. Indeed, I might make the opposite claim: that if we desire to be 
refreshed and renewed, that cannot happen apart from significant involvement 
with our church and our faith. It is in spending time with God that we find our 
hearts and souls truly renewed. No amount of time spent on a lounge chair in 
the back yard or racing around the country vacationing brings the renewal that 
we experience when we take time to rest in God’s presence. 

Some years ago, motivational speaker and writer Steve Covey convinced 
many of us that: “The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.” 
What is the main thing here at Saint Peter Lutheran Church? It is discipleship, of 
course. Our mission statement, taken from the last words of Jesus in the Gospel 
of St. Matthew, is this: 

Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

[St. Matthew 28:19-20] 
We believe that our primary calling is to make disciples of the world. We can 
only do that, of course, if we are disciples ourselves. If we are to be successful 
in accomplishing our mission (of discipling the world) then we must first take 
seriously the call to be disciples, by establishing discipleship habits in our lives. 

Summertime is a great time to step back from the chaos and to reflect on 
the patterns of our lives – a great time to renew our commitment to God, and to 
God’s people. It is a great time to commit ourselves to habits of discipleship: 
praying and reading scripture every day, worshipping every week, serving in the 
community every month, demonstrating financial generosity with Christian 
ministry, and gathering with a small group or a faith partner to encourage faith. 

This summer, as you step back from other obligations, consider how you can 
find true rest and renewal by stepping forward in discipleship. I’ll guarantee you: 
it will be well worth any effort you put into it. Have a great summer this year! 

God’s peace to you all, 

David J. Risendal, Pastor   

     

Weekly 
Internet 

Devotions 
Pastor Dave sends out 
a devotional message 

every Wednesday, 
which is usually based 
on the Gospel Lesson 

appointed for the 
coming Sunday, and is 

intended to help 
readers prepare 

themselves for Sunday 
worship. 

† 

If you are interested in 
receiving these weekly 
devotional messages, 

please send him a note 
to that effect at 

drisendal@StPLC.org

 

 or check them out at 
www.StPLC.org. 

†   

http://www.StPLC.org
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Refugee Family Updates 
The Badal Family – a Year in America 

The Saint Peter Refugee Family Team sponsored the Badel family when they 
arrived in Denver just a year ago. While we sponsored them formally for only six 
months, they formed a close connection with Larry and Darlene Renevier who 
visited them recently and gave us this update.  

The Badals now live in a nice duplex in Lakewood. They’re very happy with 
this house which has three bedrooms and a large back yard. They’ve planted 
flowers, especially roses, and truly enjoy gardening. We congratulate them on 
their achievements and their new home. 

The children have become fluent in English and are doing very well in school. 
Eldar enjoys driving them to school since moving to Lakewood. Next year he’ll 
be a senior at South High, where he’s on the wrestling team. He’s traveled to 
Chicago and Miami on wrestling team tournaments, and says he loved Miami 
Beach. Naza loves school, and is taking ballet and piano lessons. She’s 
especially excited about ballet as she had studied that in Russia. Her first 
American ballet recital will be in late May. 

The parents continue to learn English, although they’re not comfortable with 
it yet. Ogly, the head of the family, is retired, and drives the family car except 
during school hours. Gulbaton continues to work at the new Hyatt hotel in 
downtown Denver, and has mastered using the Denver bus system – something 
most of our team has never accomplished. 

Maryan Ahmed and Fatuma Aden – 3 months in America 
Our team continues to support Maryan and Fatuma as we have the past few 

months – visiting them to begin teaching English, and driving them to 
appointments, grocery stores, and Covenant Cupboard. Karyl reflects on this 
experience in her column on the facing page.  

Somali refugees in America – their first weeks 
From a news article: Resettlement counselors who work with 

Somalis say many had never flushed a toilet, flicked a light 
switch, watched a TV, cooked on a stove, ridden in a car, used a 
fork, seen a two-story building, or written or read their own 
language. Some asked whether they had to go with their 
luggage as it passed through the airport X-ray machine.  

Resettlement agencies were told not to give the refugees 
anything too complicated – like a toaster. On July 4th, some 
Somalis have been terrorized by what they thought was gunfire. 
One refugee counselor said, "You could be talking to a Russian 
émigré from 1900. They want the same things – a job, a home, 
education for their children.” 

Ongoing support for Lutheran Family Services Refugee Ministries 
Our congregation has an ongoing support relationship with the LFR Refugee 

Ministry. You can help create a home for many refugee families by donating any 
of the items listed in the sidebar – used items are welcomed. You can leave 
donations at our refugee family storage shed anytime. A key and directions are 
available in the church office – in the mail box at the bottom of the middle row. 

†   

  

Donations for 
Refugee 
Families 

Immediate needs 
Twin sheet sets 

Winter coats & sweaters

 

Toiletries 
Infant clothing, blankets 

All Types Furniture

 

 including beds, frames, 
springs & mattresses-
double, single or crib. 

 

(no sofa beds, please) 
Floor & table lamps 

House wares 
Glasses: sets of 4-6 
Dish sets: 4-6 place 

settings 
 Silverware sets: 4-6 

place settings 
Sets of pots & pans 

Kitchen utensils  
boxed and clearly labeled

 

Vacuum cleaners 
TV sets  

Computers, monitors & 
printers 

Alarm & wall clocks 
Brooms w/dust pans 

Sponge mops  

Linens 
Queen, full, twin sheet 
sets, blankets, spreads

 

Bath towels, hand towels, 
wash towels 

Kitchen linens  
boxed or bagged and 

clearly labeled) 

Directions  
Available in the church 

office – in mail box at the 
bottom of middle row. 

†

 

Somali girl 
in American 
school.

 


