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Miracle Sunday

Sunday, May 7, 2006
8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

r It is our hope that May 7™ will be a
great day at Saint Peter, as members and
supporters are invited to make one-time
financial gifts above and beyond their
regular support of Saint Peter and its

S AN ,. ministries. These gifts are intended to
PETER eLme support an “Extreme Makeover” at Saint
LUTHERAN | MAKEOV ER Peter. Included in this makeover will be

CHURCH

long-needed improvements to Saint Peter’s
interior (floorings, paint, lighting...) and
exterior (courtyard improvements, a play
area for children, a memorial/meditation garden, updated landscaping...). Also
considered as possibilities for this makeover project are larger items such as
expanding our facilities to include additional storage and/or meeting areas,
refurbishing an old (and beginning to fail) roof, and adding air conditioning to the
worship center. The goals of this campaign are to be better stewards of the
property God has entrusted to us, to provide a more inspirational place to gather
as God’s people, and to project a stronger image of our congregation to the
community that surrounds us.

CHURCH EDITION

Capital Campaign 2006

The objective is to raise at least $250,000 for this project in one day. At this
writing (late April) nearly $90,000 has been received through advance gifts. We
are hoping that each reader of this newsletter will consider making a generous
gift in support of these efforts, and help us to achieve our goals.

If you are unable to worship with us on May 7™, we encourage you to offer
your support ahead of time so that your contribution can be included in the first
report of gifts received. While we prefer to receive all gifts on the 7, if you need
to spread your giving out through the rest of the year, that is an option as well.

We hope to see you on May 7™. Let’s give our very best to this effort, and
truly make it a Miracle Sunday!
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Affirmation of
Baptism for
Class of 2006
May 21°
10:45 a.m.

1.

New Summer
Schedule
Begins
June 4™
8:30 & 10:00 a.m.

1.

Stephen
Ministry
Training
Contact Donna
Burman at

303 619-6448 or
dib_Denver@comcast.net

1.

June 2006
Newsletter

Deadline for the June
newsletter is
Wednesday

May 17"
E-mail your news to
Lynn at
Isherpe @stplc.org

=

Affirmation of Baptism
Sunday, May 21°' at 10:45 a.m.

The entire congregation is invited as we take time on May 21°* to honor,
bless, and pray for those who have completed their three years of Catechetical
Study at Saint Peter. Mostly 8" graders, these students have been studying the
Bible and the traditions of our church, preparing to become adult members of
the church. On the 21 they will affirm their faith, pledge their allegiance to
Christ, and “officially” become adult members of Saint Peter. Please put the date
on your calendars (second service), and plan to join us for this festive event.

.I.

Summer Worship Schedule

Begins Sunday, June 4"

Summer is fast approaching, and we encourage you to worship weekly this
summer. Our summer schedule at Saint Peter will be as follows:

8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion — a contemporary liturgical
service, led by a variety of acoustic instruments, and held

outdoors (whenever weather permits)

10:00 a.m. Service of Holy Communion — a more traditional service, led

by piano and organ, in our Worship Center

When you are in town, please join us each week for worship. When you are
traveling away from the Denver area on weekends, make time to worship
wherever you are. Pastor Dave and the rest of the staff will be happy to refer
you to local ELCA congregations in the areas you plan to visit.

Have a great summertime —and may God bless you and renew you.

Stephen Ministry

New Training Class to be Offered This Summer

There's a lot of work to do in God’s kingdom. Care giving is one of the most
important jobs God calls us to do — to love others in His name. Our
congregation’s Stephen Ministry is one way we accomplish God’s caring work.
Perhaps God has blessed you richly and you're at a place where you can give

something back by serving and blessing others. Roll
up your sleeves and explore your role in Stephen ﬂ '\

Ministry by contacting Donna Burman at 303 619-
6448.
+ ®

Nothing is too large or too small to take to our
Lord in prayer. Take this opportunity to pray to the
Lord and seek His guidance. This may be just the
ministry God has prepared for you.
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From the Pastor

Sabbath Renewal

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes."

And [Jesus] said to them, “Therefore every scribe who

has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the

master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

St. Matthew 13:51-52

’

It was with this verse from St. Matthew in mind that | began my three-
month Sabbatical leave on January 4, 2006. During January and February |
studied music and visited in four congregations, chosen because of their
reputation for excellence in worship, music and ministry development. | wanted
to spend time with congregations and leaders who were experiencing some of
the best of "what is new.” | had the opportunity to have face-to-face meetings
with eleven of these leaders, and was impressed with their faithfulness, their
vision for ministry, and their determination to do ministry with excellence.

During March, my family and | traveled through France, Germany and Italy,
visiting some of the oldest and grandest cathedrals and churches in those
countries — often being able to worship with the communities that gather there.
It was an opportunity for me to experience the very best of “what is old” in our
Christian tradition. Our entire family was struck by the lengths to which people
went in creating worship spaces that fill the worshipper with awe and wonder. It
made us imagine how a lifetime of gathering in spaces like that could expand a
person’s vision and understanding of God.

In the “what’s both old and new” department, | also spent four days at the
Christian Community of Taizé near Macon in central France. It has been a
community dedicated to hospitality ever since Brother Roger Schutz arrived
there in 1940, and began welcoming refugees in his home (among them many
Jews) who were fleeing because of the war. It has since become a gathering
place for young people from all around the world who visit Taizé to take part in
weeklong meetings centered on “inner life and human solidarity”. Christians
from the United States are familiar with Taizé primarily because of the music
created there — songs of prayer and praise that seem both ancient and
contemporary at the same time. My time at Taizé was very moving, and | came
away with a deeper appreciation of the brothers at Taizé — impressed with their
profound faith, and their earnest commitment to share Christ with all who visit
their community.

My family and | are deeply grateful to the people of Saint Peter Lutheran
Church, who provided us with this time away for rest and renewal. We are
especially thankful for the support we received from the Congregation Council
and the Mutual Ministry Team in developing plans for this renewal program. We
are grateful, as well, for the resources provided by the Lilly Endowment that
made this experience possible for us. Most of all, we're glad to be back with you,
our brothers and sisters in faith at Saint Peter. Christ is Risen, indeed!

God'’s peace to you all,
David J. Risendal, Pastor
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Weekly
Internet
Devotions

Pastor Dave sends out
a devotional message
every Wednesday,
which is usually based
on the Gospel Lesson
appointed for the
coming Sunday, and is
intended to help
readers prepare
themselves for Sunday
worship.

1.

If you are interested in
receiving these weekly
devotional messages,
please send him a note
to that effect at
drisendal@StPLC.org

or check them out at

www.StPLC.ord.
.I.



http://www.StPLC.org/renewal
http://www.StPLC.org/Renewal/open_letter.htm
http://www.StPLC.org
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Donations for
Refugee
Families

Immediate needs
Twin sheet sets
Toiletries
Infant clothing, blankets

All Types Furniture
including beds, frames,
springs & mattresses-
double, single or crib.
(no sofa beds, please)

Floor & table lamps

House wares
Glasses: sets of 4-6
Dish sets: 4-6 place

settings
Silverware sets: 4-6
place settings
Sets of pots & pans

Kitchen utensils

boxed and clearly labeled

Vacuum cleaners
TV sets
Computers, monitors &
printers
Alarm & wall clocks
Brooms w/dust pans
Sponge mops

Linens
Queen, full, twin sheet
sets, blankets, spreads

Bath towels, hand towels,

wash towels
Kitchen linens
boxed or bagged and
clearly labeled)

Directions to
Storage Shed
Available in the church
office in mail box at the
bottom of middle row.

1.

Refugee Family Ministry Update

The past month has been busy for our refugee ministry team. To help
Maryan and her son and daughter get settled, the team has been busy driving
the family to appointments and taking them shopping. We have discovered the
Halal Market for familiar food and a Somali store for women'’s clothing.

Maryan is very anxious to begin learning English. She is on a waiting list at
Emily Griffith for a home tutor; however, it will be several months until the tutor
starts. In the meantime, Karyl Meyer has volunteered to spend some time
helping Maryan. We have an ESL book, workbook and cassettes. If there are
others who are interested in working
with Maryan, please contact one of us.

Mahad attended a 2-week Work
Start class at the Spring Institute
learning how to go on job interviews, fill
out application forms, and become
familiar with our work culture. He is very
eager to find work. We've learned that
he taught science and geography to
middle school age children in the refugee
camp, so he clearly has a desire to be
productive. He's learning the RTD bus
system, and even managed to get to
school during the recent strike.

Fatuma continues to receive medical
attention. As the family’s support team,
we are bound by HIPPA laws to protect
their privacy so we are unable to publish details. She cannot be enrolled in
school until the medical situation is taken care of, so she is also in need of some
English tutoring at home.

School at a refugee camp in Kenva.

We are so blessed to have dedicated team members who graciously give of
their time and driving expertise. If you would like to be involved, please contact
Laurie Perry at 303 627-1994 or Stephanie Todd at 303 881-2280.

Refugee stories: Imagine... Have you wondered what it § like to be a
refugee newly arrived in America? Over the next months, we {l share some typical
stories. This one happened to a Somali family in Boston three years ago:

“Bbrraannggg!"

Abdiaziz Hussein, age 27, and his family had been in their apartment only one
day, and in the modern world not much longer. Still, he knew from the orientation
class at the refugee camp what that sound meant: Fire!

Abdiaziz told his family they had to get out. However, in his panic, he couldn't
unlock the door. He'd never faced double locks before, and now he flipped both top
and bottom furiously, until he couldn't remember which was which.

He'd also been taught that a fire alarm brought fire engines. However, minutes
passed, and none arrived. Eventually, they realized they were safe —and trapped in
their apartment. They stayed there for five days, until their caseworker let herself in
with a key and explained to Abdiaziz that what he thought was the fire alarm
actually had been the lobby door buzzer.

This tragicomic episode illustrates the difficult adjustment Third World refugees
face in America. Assimilation is a struggle. The words on the Statue of Liberty, "Give
me your tired, your poor... “certainly include refugees such as the Somalis.
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