
    

April 2006

 

1 
Church Cleanup 

8:30 a.m. 

5 
Lent Soup Supper 

& Mid-week 
Worship 

Beginning at 5:45 p.m.

 

Talk Back with 
Pastor Jim and Pastor 

Dave at 7:30 p.m. 

9 
Palm Sunday 

Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m. 

Welcome back dinner 
for Risendals in 
Fellowship Hall  

6:00 p.m. 

12 
25th Anniversary 
for Saint Peter 

13-16 
Holy Week 

See Service times on 
this page 

15 
Easter Egg Hunt 

10:00 a.m.  

23, 30 
Catechism 
Workshop 

6:00 p.m.  
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Celebrate the Resurrection 
of Our Lord at Saint Peter 

Passion Sunday (also known as Palm Sunday: April 9) 
Two festive Communion Services, honoring Jesus

 

final (and triumphant) entry into Jerusalem 

  8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion 
10:45 a.m. Service of Holy Communion 

Maundy Thursday (April 13)      8:00 p.m. 
A Service of Holy Communion honoring Jesus last meal with his disciples 

Good Friday (April 14)     8:00 p.m. 
A Service of the Word remembering Jesus  death on the cross 

Holy Saturday (April 15)     9:00 p.m. 
The Easter Vigil: a dramatic service of Holy Communion 

marking the end of Lent and the beginning of the Easter season 

The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday: April 16) 
Two festive Communion Services, proclaiming the good news 
that Jesus rose from the dead, and continues to live among us 

  8:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion 
10:45 a.m. Service of Holy Communion 

A nursery is provided for all services, but children are always welcome to join us 
at worship. All who believe in Jesus Christ are invited to join us in receiving the 

bread and wine of Holy Communion. 

 
The Saint Peter
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             From Our Interim Pastor       

Surprise! 
You know the feeling: the mouth falls open; eyes get big, like 

saucers; heart begins pounding; chills run up and down the 
spine. We stare intently, but see nothing. Our brow knits as we 
seek to put the pieces together. And then 

 
Whamo  the big surprise hits us. . . 

Am I dreaming, or is this really happening to me? we wonder. That s the way it is 
with surprises. . . an Alfred Hitchcock ending  or maybe, a World War II beginning. 
Surprises have brought forth a lot of joyous celebration, but they ve also unleashed 
many a tear. Surprises: kids love them (especially on birthdays or at Christmas); 
parents expect (but usually dread) them; talk show hosts are hopeful of exposing 
them; and, politicians are sure to try stonewalling them. And you and me? It all 
depends. 

Take out a piece of paper. We re going to begin today with a pop quiz!

 

Jim, wake up! Your alarm didn t go off. You ve got to be  
at Saint Peter in 45 minutes!

 

Honey 

 

I m pregnant!

 

Congratulations 

 

you made the team!

 

The scale is all messed up? I t weighs twelve pounds on the heavy side!

 

The brown bowl? That wasn t hash. I t was a can of Alpo

 

This is the IRS. Are either James or Ruth Lundeen at home?

 

The surprise hits! And instantly, we re shaking, sobbing, or laughing like crazy. 

Folks in the Bible were no strangers to surprises - some good; some not-so-good:  

Adam and Eve coming upon the fresh grave of their son, Abel! 

The aged Sarah exclaiming: Who 

 

me!? Gonna be a Mommy?

 

Scrawny David whipping the giant, Goliath! 

A Samaritan woman hearing a Perfect Stranger divulge  
every secret of her life! 

A man born blind, sliding into a pool with mud smeared eyes - and seeing! 

The disciples discovering that one of their own had betrayed the Master! 

You bet the Bible is filled with surprises  right up to the end  which is the 
biggest surprise of all! Resurrection! New Life! The end that ain t! The End that is a 
Beginning! Surprise! An interesting feature of Mark s Easter story is that it s left 
unfinished. No doubt that means it s left to us to finish! Think about it! 

Thirty three years ago, Kefa Sempangi, a Christian pastor in Uganda was 
pondering what he d say to the worshipers that Easter Sunday morn in 1973. Those 
were terrible days for Ugandans, as they lived under the terrorizing reign of Idi Amin. 
Unbelievably cruel sights and sounds were fresh in Sempangi s mind. What difference 
could his words make in the lives of people whose every day was filled with fear and 
hopelessness? (he thought). Nonetheless, he boldly proclaimed the Easter message 
of hope and new life for some 7,000 worshippers! But then, as the service ended and 
Sempangi walked back to his office, five members of an Idi Amin death squad 
suddenly came up behind him and forced him into the small cubicle! Facing five rifles 
aimed at his heart, and five faces seemingly filled with hate and rage, he heard the 
leader of the squad say:  

We re going to kill you. If you have any last words, speak before you die!

     

Sabbatical 
Web Site 

Visit: 
www.StPLC.org/renewal

 

or go to 
www.StPLC.org

 

and select Sabbatical 
under the Growing 

tab, to view 
reflections, insights, 
and pictures posted 

there by Pastor Dave 
during his Sabbatical 

leave. 

 

Faith for All 
Seasons Men s 

Retreats 
Spring Retreat 

April 19-22 

Fall Retreat 
September 14-17 

For Information visit 
the website: 

www.rainbowtrail.org/

 

Faith ForAllSeasons.htm

           

http://www.StPLC.org/renewal
http://www.StPLC.org
http://www.rainbowtrail.org/
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Kefa Sempangi thought of his wife and child and began to shake. Yet somehow 
he managed to speak with power and conviction: 

I do not need to plead my own cause. My life is already dead and hidden in 
Christ. I t s your lives that are in danger. I will pray to God that after you have killed 
me, He will grant you forgiveness.

 
And then, an amazing thing happened. The leader, who had just issued the 

sentence of death, stared at Sempangi with a quizzical look, then slowly lowered his 
rifle while ordering the others to do the same. Will you pray for us now?

 
he asked. 

Though fearing a trick, Sempangi asked them all to bow their heads and close their 
eyes. 

Father in heaven,

 

(he prayed) You who have forgiven others in the past, 
forgive these men also and bring them to Yourself.

 

Lifting his head, Sempangi immediately noticed that all the hatred was gone from 
his captors faces. And the leader spoke with great sincerity: You have helped us, 
and we will help you. You need not fear for your life. For we will protect you!

 

Relief and joy coursed through Sempangi. The Easter message of God s love had 
given him the courage to face death with faith. . . and it had seen him through. If the 
world s greatest surprise really is true - if Jesus really is raised from the dead, we can 
live courageously. For we can know that there is One who s faced it all before, and 
came forth the Conqueror. And surprise, my friend; by His grace, we can be 
conquerors too! 

Love  Joy  Peace, 
Pastor Jim 

 

Talk-Back with Pastor Jim & Pastor Dave 
Wednesday, April 5th after Mid-Week Worship 

Be sure to come to Soup Supper on Wednesday, April 5th when we will be 
saying farewell and thank you to Pastor Jim for nurturing us so well while Pastor 
Dave was on his sabbatical. And after a brief service you will have an opportunity 
to listen and participate in a talk-back session between both Pastors. 

 

Welcome Back Dinner for Pastor Dave and His Family  
Sunday, April 9th at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

This dinner is for all who wish to welcome Pastor Dave, Betsy, Brady and 
Landon after Pastor Dave s three month Sabbatical. Come and hear about all the 
wonderful places they have visited; both religious and secular. More details about 
this special evening will be published soon. 

Please mark your desire to attend on the green sheet or call the church office 
so that SPIRIT will be able to plan for a wonderful dinner. 

 

Leadership Retreat Rescheduled 
The Leadership Retreat has been postponed, and will be rescheduled during 

the first half of May. We thank those who committed to helping with the retreat 
or planned on attending, and hope they will be able to join us in May. Please 
watch for further information, including the date of the Leadership Retreat, and 
plan on joining us; this retreat is for all members and friends or our congregation.   

  

Prayer Vigil 
Good Friday starting at 
9:00 p.m. until Easter 
Sunday at 4:00 a.m. 

Sign up for an hour or 
more of prayer. Chart 

is in the Narthex. 

We hope to fill all of 
the hours with prayer.

  

Daylight 
Savings Times 

Begins 
Sunday April 2nd 

  

May 2006 
Newsletter 

Deadline for the April 
newsletter is Monday 

April 17th.  
 E-mail your news to 

Lynn at 
lsherpe@stplc.org  
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Refugee Ministries 
A Saint Peter Partnership Ministry 

Refugee Camp 
Over 85,000 

refugees live in the 
camp, one of several 
refugee camps in 
Kenya. Upon arriving 
here after fleeing their 
war faring homelands, 
the refugees live in mud 
brick huts. Usually they 
make the mud bricks 
and construct their own 
hut. 

Refugee Ministry 
Support Team Update 

Maryan Ahmed and her children arrived from Nairobi, Kenya, on March 1st. 
Her son, Mahad Aden, is 18 years old and her daughter Fatuma Aden is 12 years 
old. They are living across the hall in the same apartment building where the 
Badal family lives.   

Mahad speaks English and has 
already signed up for class at Emily 
Griffith. The mother and daughter 
do not speak English. They are 
practicing Muslims and have 
already found their way to the 
nearby mosque. Many Muslims, 
including this family, follow a Halal 
diet that is very similar to a kosher 
diet. Mahad is anxious to find a job 
and begin working. He likes soccer, 
and even expressed a desire to go 
to college.  

While they do not have any 
family members in the U.S., there 
are other Somali families in the apartment complex so they have neighbors who 
visit and look in on them. An upstairs neighbor even relays phone messages for 
them while they re waiting for the phone service to start.  

Those who have visited the family have found them to be very warm and 
friendly, and appreciative of everything our congregation has done for them. 
They have one request  they would like curtains for their windows. Please 
contact Laurie Petty or Stephanie Todd for more information if you have some 
drapes or curtains available. 

On behalf of the refugee ministry team, we thank you for your generosity 
and look forward to helping this family adjust to life in Denver. If you would like 
to be involved, please contact Laurie Perry (303 627-1994) or Stephanie Todd 
(303 881-2280). 

     

Donations for 
Refugee 
Families 

Immediate needs 
Twin sheet sets 

Winter coats & sweaters

 

Toiletries 
Infant clothing, blankets 

All Types Furniture

 

 including beds, frames, 
springs & mattresses-
double, single or crib. 

 

(no sofa beds, please) 
Floor & table lamps 

House wares 
Glasses: sets of 4-6 
Dish sets: 4-6 place 

settings 
 Silverware sets: 4-6 

place settings 
Sets of pots & pans 

Kitchen utensils  
boxed and clearly labeled

 

Vacuum cleaners 
TV sets  

Computers, monitors & 
printers 

Alarm & wall clocks 
Brooms w/dust pans 

Sponge mops  

Linens 
Queen, full, twin sheet 
sets, blankets, spreads

 

Bath towels, hand towels, 
wash towels 

Kitchen linens  
boxed or bagged and 

clearly labeled) 

Directions 
Available in the church 

office  in mail box at the 
bottom of middle row. 

 

While we have no pictures of the 
Ahmed/Aden family, this photo of resettled 

Somali refugees

 

shows how they dress.

 

Kakuma Refugee Camp, where the Ahmed/Aden 
family lived for 12 years. 


