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Ash Wednesday
Worship
7:00 p.m. in Worship
Center
3-4
Catechism
Lock-in
Starting Friday at
5:00 p.m.
9

LFS “A Time of
Caring”
Benefit Gala

5:30 p.m. at Mile High
Station, 2027 W.
Colfax, Denver

8, 15, 22, 29
Lenten
Worship

Soup Supper 5:45 p.m.

Bibliodrama and
Evening Prayer
at 6:45 p.m.

25
Leadership
Retreat

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
at Saint Peter
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Ash Wednesday

First of Forty Days in Preparation for Easter:
The Season of Lent Begins March 1%

Lent is a forty day season (not counting Sundays) that begins on Ash
Wednesday (March 1% this year), and ends as Holy Week begins. It is a
time of considering those ways in which we've fallen short of God's will for
us, experiencing the forgiveness God loves to share with us, and inviting
the Holy Spirit to enter into our lives and create a new beginning in us.
During mid-week services we will focus on the Lenten Bible texts -- look for
Bibliodrama, a message from Pastor Lundeen, and an Evening prayer
service including the Eucharist.

Wednesday Mid-Week Worship: March 15 to April 5™
This year we will offer only evening mid-week services.
Evening Community Meal from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.
Bibliodrama and Evening Prayer from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.
Jubilate Choir Rehearsal from 8:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Annual Leadership
Retreat

The Annual Leadership Retreat will be held on Saturday March 25"
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Saint Peter. The theme will be “Cultivating
Leadership and Ministry”. Everyone is invited to attend. See page 6 of this
newsletter for more details.
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Prayer Vigil
Good Friday starting at

9:00 p.m. until Easter
Sunday at 4:00 a.m.

Sign up for an hour or
more of prayer. Chart
is in the Narthex.

We hope to fill all of
the hours with prayer.

1.

SPIRIT
Luncheon

Sunday, March 19™ at
12:15 p.m.
At Saint Peter

1.

April 2006
Newsletter

Deadline for the April
newsletter is
Wednesday
March 15™.

E-mail your news to
Lynn at
Isherpe@stplc.org

Mid-week Lenten Worship Services

Our mid-week Lenten worship services will be held at 6:45 p.m. Wednesday
evenings beginning March 8™. We will not have early morning Wednesday
services this year.

Our services will feature Bibliodrama Bible studies offered by The For Pete §
Sake Players, followed by an Evening prayer service with Eucharist. Bibliodrama
is a creative form of Bible study presented as a dramatic interview of the
characters who appear in the text. Following each Bibliodrama based on the
Gospel for the following Sunday, Pastor Jim will offer a short homily relating the
presentation to the main lessons of the text.
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Prayer Vigil

There are no dances for dark days.
There is no music to bellow the pain.
The best we can do is to remain
still and silent
and try to remember the face of God
and how to kneel
and how to pray.*

One of the blessings at Saint Peter’s is the tradition of being constant in
prayer as we consider what has happened between the time of the cross and the
resurrection.

If you have not participated in the Prayer Vigil before you will find, as do
those who come back each year, the altar stripped with the cross remaining as
our center. Our senses are heightened in the flickering light of the candles, in
the stillness and silence. It's a time we can set aside to kneel, to pray,
interceding for the world around us, for our church, and for ourselves.

A signup sheet is posted in the narthex (on the little board at your left as you
exit the worship center) for one hour increments following evening worship on
Good Friday through Easter morning. We suggest that men or couples sign up
for the late night hours. The church is kept locked, and a key will be made
available to you. A list for prayer requests, books, and meditation helps will be
available. We hope all the hours will be filled.

* Kneeling in Jerusalem, Ann Weems
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SPIRIT Invites All Women...

to a pot-luck luncheon and gift-grab on Sunday, March 19" at 12:15 p.m.

Bring a side dish or dessert to share, a gift for under $10, and join in a fun
gift-grab. When you arrive, in exchange for your gift you will be given a number.
When your number is called you select a gift from the pile — or grab a gift that
someone else has picked. This is guaranteed to be an afternoon of good
fellowship and lots and lots of laughter as the “grabbing” gets in full swing!
Especially as you have no idea as to what you are 'grabbing! ”
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From Our Interim Pastor

%; Willing to Die for the Faith?

Quite some years back, a news story came out of then

Communist Russia that poses a tremendous challenge for
: every Christian in every age. One Sunday, at a secret

'house church, “the worshipers began arriving in groups of two or three,
seeking to draw no attention to themselves. For KGB informers were
everywhere, and to be exposed as a Christian would have meant swift and
severe punishment; perhaps even death. By dusk, all the believers were safely
inside the "house church," the windows were closed, the doors locked, and
the worship began. Quietly, but with deep emotion, the underground
congregation began singing the opening hymn. Suddenly the door was smashed
open, and in walked two Russian soldiers, carrying loaded automatic weapons.
"All right, “shouted one of the solders, "everybody line up against the
wall! If you wish to renounce your commitment to Jesus Christ, you
may leave immediately!" Quickly, two or three of the worshipers headed for
the exit — then, another left — and after afew more seconds, several more
headed for the door. "This is your last chance," shouted the soldier.
"Either turn against your faith in Jesus Christ, and leave, or stay and
suffer the consequences!" Another person left. And finally, two more, their
faces covered, walked out amid an awkward silence. But no one else moved.
Parents, paralyzed with fear, yet trying to be brave, sought to reassure the
trembling children who stood beside them. Each one fully expected to be
gunned down in an instant; or, at best, imprisoned.

After a few more moments of complete silence, the other soldier closed the
door, looked back at those who stood against the wall and said: "Keep your
hands up -- but this time in praise to our Lord Jesus Christ -- For we
too are Christians. Several weeks ago, we were sent to another house
to arrest a group of believers..." The other soldier interrupted, "..but,
instead, we were converted! We have learned by experience, however,
that unless people are willing to DIE for their faith, they cannot be
fully trusted."

There is no compromise in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. What would it take to
get you to renounce your faith in Jesus Christ? As a Christian, can you be fully
trusted? Let's all think about that a bit during the Lenten days that lie before us.

Love — Joy — Peace,
Pastor Jim
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Sabbatical
Web Site
Visit:

www.StPLC.ord
and select “Sabbatical”
under the “Growing”
tab, to view
reflections, insights,
and pictures posted
there by Pastor Dave
during his Sabbatical
leave.

1.

Faith for All
Seasons Men's
Retreats

Spring Retreat
April 19-22

Fall Retreat
September 14-17

For Information visit
_..the website: _

\Www.rainbowtrail.org/
Faith ForAllSeasons.htm



http://www.StPLC.org/renewal
http://www.StPLC.org
http://www.rainbowtrail.org/

Somalia

To help us better
understand the
background of our
refugee family —

Gained
Independence
1960

Government
None since war began
in 1991. Transitional
government set up in
2004 is just beginning
to function.

Capital City
Mogadishu — mostly in
ruins. Since 1992,
there has been no
functioning capital.

Population
10 million, perhaps

Major religion
Islam, most are
Sunni Muslims

Life Expectancy
45-47 years

Size
Slightly smaller than
Texas

Coastline
over 2000 miles — the
longest in Africa!

Economy
Agricultural, primarily
livestock — camels,
cattle, livestock, goats
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SomaliQ & A

Where is Somalia? Itis in the area called the
“Horn of Africa” — the map makes that name
obvious. It borders Ethiopia and Kenya and is
not far from Tanzania, where Arusha Lutheran
Hospital is located.

Where has our refugee family been living?
In a refugee camp in Kenya with about 100,000
other refugees, probably since about 1992-
1993. The picture below shows the Kakuma
Refugee Camp in Kenya.

Why are they in Kenya? Somalia suffered

through a violent civil war in 1991-1993. Hundreds of thousands died, even more
fled for their lives to neighboring Kenya or Ethiopia. (U.S. participation in this
war is depicted in the movie Black Hawk Down.)

What is their climate like?
Equatorial and mostly desert —
Denver in the winter will be a
real shock to them!

What language do they
speak? Somali — it is their only
native language, which is rare
in Africa. Somali was an oral
language until 1972 when a
group of Somali scholars
developed the written version.

What is their religion? They
are Muslim, like the great
majority of Somalis. Most Somalis are very devout Muslims.

What foods do they like to eat? Somalia was an Italian colony prior to 1960,
and spaghetti became a staple of their diet. They like a variety of meats,
including goat. They eat no pork or pork products because of Muslim dietary
restrictions, which eliminates gelatin,
marshmallows, and anything made with
lard or pork by-products. (This restriction
is the same as for orthodox Jews.)

How do they dress? Men often wear
western style clothing. Women wear
traditional dress and always cover their
hair, but usually do not veil. The picture
shows Somali children in the Dadaab
Refugee Camp in Kenya.

What role does Somalia have in the
Bible? In 2" Kings, Solomon imports
much gold, frankincense and myrrh from
the country of Ophir, which is probably
modern Somalia. The gold is long gone, but Somalia remains the prime source of

frankincense and myrrh.
.I.

Inviting, Growing, Serving March, 2006



